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HONORING THE SERVICE OF RICH 

RIMKUNAS 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
wish Rich Rimkunas congratulations for his 
many long years of service to Congress. Rich 
Rimkunas has had a career filled with out-
standing achievement at the Congressional 
Research Service. After nearly 37 years of 
service, Rich will be retiring from CRS on Fri-
day, April 28th. 

When Rich joined CRS in 1980, he was an 
analyst working on a broad array of social pol-
icy issues. Initially, he worked on such issues 
as child nutrition, poverty, social security, so-
cial services for the aged, and unemployment 
insurance. Rich co-created and co-authored a 
widely circulated CRS report on federal social 
welfare spending. He was also a co-author 
and contributor to several chapters in the 
House Ways and Means Committee print Chil-
dren in Poverty, which provided a detailed 
look at the incidence and characteristics of 
child poverty in the United States. 

Rich ultimately became heavily involved in 
providing research and analytical support to 
the Congress on many health policy issues, 
including analyses of aggregate national 
health expenditures, the Medicare hospital 
prospective payment system, the Medicare 
Advantage program, and Medicare cata-
strophic drug costs. Additionally, he has 
worked on numerous issues related to Med-
icaid. He both directed a team of CRS ana-
lysts as well as contributed his own analysis to 
the Medicaid ‘‘Yellow Book,’’ a 1988 House 
Ways and Means Committee print that pro-
vided a comprehensive analysis of the Med-
icaid program as it existed at the time. Rich 
also managed the 1993 update of the ‘‘Yellow 
Book.’’ 

Rich’s analyses have typically involved 
quantitative research methodologies, modeling 
techniques, and the use of complex data-
bases. Rich has excelled at developing ap-
proaches for simulating the effects of potential 
changes to federal benefits and grant alloca-
tion formulas. 

In addition to the direct impact his research 
and analytical work has had on federal poli-
cies, Rich has made equally important con-
tributions within CRS in managerial roles. Dur-
ing his tenure at CRS, he has served as Sec-
tion Research Manager (SRM) of the Method-
ology Section, the Research Development 
Section, the Research Development and In-
come Support Section, and the Health Insur-
ance and Financing Section. During his tenure 
as an SRM, Rich helped manage CRS work 
on the 1996 welfare reform law and the 2003 
overhaul of Medicare in the Medicare Pre-
scription Drug, Improvement, and Moderniza-
tion Act. Rich helped manage an inter-discipli-
nary team numbering about 3 dozen CRS an-
alysts that provided legislative support during 
the passage of the Affordable Care Act. 

Throughout his career, Rich has served as 
a role model for the highest level of CRS serv-
ice to Congress, upholding the Service’s 
standards of authoritativeness, objectivity and 
confidentiality. He is known within CRS for his 
attention to detail, methodological strength, 
and creative approaches toward conducting 

analyses. His input is sought on a great many 
research efforts spanning virtually all of the 
major domestic social policy issue areas that 
Congress deals with. 

Rich is renowned for his tremendous work 
ethic and energizing presence. Those who 
have worked closely with him appreciate his 
ability to keep his sense of humor even during 
the most stressful times. 

In recent years, Rich has served as the 
Deputy Assistant Director of CRS’s Domestic 
Social Policy Division. In that role he has 
mentored and helped develop many of the di-
vision’s managers, analysts and research as-
sistants. He has also played a central role in 
reviewing written work produced by the divi-
sion, helping to ensure its accuracy, complete-
ness and quality. Moreover, in his work as a 
division manager, Rich has served on numer-
ous advisory panels that have recommended 
organizational practices and policies for CRS, 
many of which have been adopted. 

Rich’s policy expertise has been broadly 
recognized. He is regularly sought for his ex-
pertise at professional meetings and con-
ferences. He was nominated to the National 
Academy of Social Insurance in 2002 and has 
served on the steering committee of the Na-
tional Health Forum. He has also been recog-
nized with numerous Library of Congress Spe-
cial Achievement Awards. 

Rich has devoted nearly his entire distin-
guished professional career to supporting the 
work of the Congress and to helping build and 
strengthen CRS and forward its mission. Con-
gratulations to him, and I wish him many long 
and happy years in retirement. 
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COMMEMORATING THE WORLD 
WAR I CENTENNIAL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor and remember twelve 
brave soldiers from Crockett and Port Costa, 
California who paid the ultimate price to de-
fend our nation. This week marks the 100th 
Anniversary of the United States Entry into 
World War I. 

The Crockett Memorial in my district reads: 
‘‘In loving memory of the men of this commu-
nity who gave their lives in the great war. D. 
Crowley, G.M. Lee, W.E. Dunn, O.A. Sweet, 
M.H. Sievers, F. Remaini, B.L. Catelini, C.W. 
Ross, J.R. Carroll, R.L. Dingman, V.L. Dunn, 
B.A. Secor.’’ These soldiers, their families, and 
our community sacrificed to serve our nation. 
We are forever in their debt. 

I would like to honor and thank the mem-
bers of the Crockett Memorial Hall Restoration 
Committee, including Harvey Duran, Kent 
Peterson, Mike Kirker, Ron Wilson, Bud 
Burlison, Scott Lawton and Charles Dell, as 
well as the members of the Crockett Historical 
Society, including Mary Wais, Kathy Cargo 
and Erin Mullen-Brosnan for organizing a com-
memoration for this anniversary and for sup-
porting numerous events for veterans in our 
community. 

These individuals and their organizations 
bring our community together and encourage 
us to remember the sacrifices of those who 
came before us, as well as the heroes who 

still live among us. They are passionate advo-
cates for our veterans and our history, and 
they are responsible for organizing the Phillips 
66 Annual Crocket Walk of Honor for Vet-
erans, fundraising events for the restoration of 
the WWI Memorial Hall, the Memorial Day 
Concert and the Veterans’ Day Parade. 

Mr. Speaker, we are forever grateful and 
humbled by the lives that were given for us all 
those years ago. We owe tremendous grati-
tude to the Crockett Memorial Hall Restoration 
Committee and the Crockett Historical Society 
for their service. It is therefore fitting and prop-
er that we honor them here today. 
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HONORING PFC ROBERT LIEBRICH 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my sol-
emn privilege to recognize the late World War 
II veteran Private First Class (PFC) Robert 
Liebrich of Rhode Island. Tomorrow, it will be 
my honor to present Carol Liebrich, his widow, 
a Purple Heart with Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster 
for PFC Liebrich’s meritorious service with the 
Army after being shot in the arm during an en-
gagement with opposing forces. This is the 
second Purple Heart for PFC Liebrich, who 
was first injured after being shot in the abdo-
men in events leading up to the Battle of the 
Bulge, which began in December 1944. He 
was only 18 years old when he sustained both 
injuries. 

We owe our Soldiers who fought in World 
War II an enormous debt of gratitude, and 
PFC Liebrich is no exception. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to thank PFC Liebrich and his 
widow, Carol, for dedicating their lives to the 
service of our Nation and for defending hu-
manity and human dignity during one of our 
world’s most pressing crises. It will be a great 
and humbling honor to present this award to 
Mrs. Liebrich for her husband’s heroism. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. LOLIS EDWARD ELIE 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of Mr. Lolis Ed-
ward Elie, a prominent New Orleans, Lou-
isiana civil rights lawyer, who passed away on 
April 4, 2017 at the age of 89. 

Mr. Elie was born on February 9, 1928 in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. He attended Gilbert 
Academy, a Methodist high school. After high 
school he did a six-month stint as a merchant 
seaman and wound up in New York City, 
where he was impressed by the music clubs 
and the Apollo Theater. To support himself, 
Mr. Elie did menial work such as shining 
shoes and delivering stationery. 

When the Korean conflict broke out, Mr. Elie 
was drafted into the Army and sent to Cali-
fornia, where he was trained as a clerk. After-
ward, he attended Howard University, and 
then transferred home to Dillard University, 
where he helped to organize a sizable student 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:49 Apr 07, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A06AP8.045 E06APPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
5V

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T16:34:52-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




